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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  30 January 2009
Global Dive Operators Receive Environmental Honors
Project AWARE Foundation announces Environmental Achievement Award Recipients 2008.
Project AWARE Foundation honors dive operators around the world who display commitment and excellence in their efforts to protect underwater environments within business operations and their community. 

Project AWARE Foundation Chairman, Dr. Drew Richardson recognizes the importance of the scuba diving community taking its part in protection of global ecosystems. “The Environmental Achievement Award is about rewarding vision, excellence and pursuit of conservation. More importantly, this award ensures the enjoyment of underwater environments for future generations," states Richardson.
 “Our awards recognize dive operators making a positive impact on local communities and the environment, as well as providing great dive holidays! The number of outstanding environmental programs taking place is inspiring,” said Joanna McNamara, Project AWARE Coordinator.  

This year Crystal Dive Resort in conjunction with their Eco Partner Eco Koh Tao has been instrumental in researching coral growth types and speed through the development of coral research stations and nurseries. In addition they have been key member of the Koh Tao Biorock project whose construction and deployment was completed in September 2008. Both activities are integral to future protection of the local environment. 
On Resort Crystal Dive have taken the lead with environmental awareness displaying Green materials and articles for all divers to read and learn from. In addition Coral Reef Health surveys are a normal part of daily activities. Whether it be Project Aware’s Coralwatch Reef Health Surveys, Green Fins Thailand’s Reef Watch surveys or Reef Check International’s Reef Check Eco Monitoring, all are vital for determining the extent that local operations are changing the environment and to help direct future decision making by local stakeholders.  
Making a commitment to the local community Crystal Dive Resort sponsored the certification of 4 local Thai children who recently completed Open Water certification realizing that the future of a small island like Koh Tao rests with the local children and their involvement in that future. 
The following Asia Pacific Environmental Achievement Award 2008 recipients operate in an environmentally responsible manner and demonstrate an outstanding commitment to conserving underwater environments through education, advocacy and action.  

· Crystal Dive Resort, Thailand

· Matava, Fiji Islands 

· United Divers, Australia

· Sea Hounds, Singapore

· B & J Diving Centre, Malaysia
· Blacktip Diving, Thailand

· NZ Sea Adventures, New Zealand

· Undersea Explorer, Australia

· Dive Tropex Tokoriki, Fiji Islands

· Plunge Diving, Australia

· Malapascua-Exotic Island Dive Resort, Philippines

· Kon-Tiki, Thailand
The number of amazing initiatives and actions implemented by the Project AWARE Environmental Achievement Award Winners is inspiring.  Congratulations! For information on planning your own environmental project or becoming more environmentally sustainable contact Project AWARE.  www.projectaware.org 


Project AWARE Foundation, a registered nonprofit organization, works in direct partnership with divers and water enthusiasts to conserve underwater environments through education, advocacy and action.   To get involved in environmental activities and make a lasting difference visit www.projectaware.org 
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